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Cemetery 

 

The creation date of the cemetery of Kutno is estimated to be in the first half of the 16th century, in the first century of 

the Jewish community in Kutno. It constitutes the eastern part of the existing cemetery and its surface was about 1.5 

hectares, perhaps reached in several steps. It was expanded in 1793 by and adjacent plot of about 1.3 hectares, on its 

western side. In 1929, a smaller plot was added at its northwest, forming the final shape of the cemetery. It is located 

along Tarnowskiego, Teligi and Sobieskiego Streets. The cemetery area is now 3.01 hectares. The last burial occurred 

in 1942. 
 

Remains of the old brick wall are still there, with some of the destroyed parts being replaced by a fence, now with 180m 

of it missing. A few tombstones' ("matzevot") fragments, which could be salvaged, were transferred to the Regional 

Museum of Kutno and now stored in a storage room of an abandoned building. A memorial dedicated to the Jews of 

Kutno was erected in the cemetery by the local activist association TPZK, in 1993. From these fragments, about a 160 

matzevot could be reconstructed, entirely or partially, and published in the book "Broken Memories", with Hebrew and 

English texts. 

 

 

Synagogues 

 

Information on the wooden synagogues of Kutno is lacking, although they were certainly built when the Jewish 

community ("kahal") of the town was created, in the second half of the 15th century. Nevertheless, it is known that a fire 

in 1753 destroyed most of the wooden houses, including a synagogue. At this time, Kutno was still a private town, with 

an owner. This owner lent to the Jewish community a storage building from a farm located on Bema St. 1, at the 

intersection of Bema and Jana III Sobieskiego. Once transformed into a synagogue, it served as such until the 

construction of the new one was ended, in 1799, 46 years later, after which it was returned to the owner of the town. 

 

http://www.diapozytyw.pl/pl/site/slady_i_judaica/Kutno/synagogi_cmentarze


 
Temporary synagogue east side 

In the end of the 18th century, a brick synagogue was built in Senatorska Street. Because of financial problems, 

construction of the synagogue was delayed for nearly thirty years (1766-1799). The synagogue was built on a rectangular 

plan. The decorative facade was crowned by a late baroque, profiled apex, resting on two pairs of wooden columns, 

connected by a gabled roof. The same type of apex with half columns was present on the western facade. The northern 

and southern ends of the synagogue were surrounded by wooden annexes, much lower than the main building – these 

contained the women’s section. The women’s section was covered by a scalene roof. The synagogue’s baroque prayer 

hall, with a nine-section ceiling, was outfitted with monumental, centrally placed bimah. It was beautifully restored by 

Kutno artists in 1934. 

Germans destroyed completely the synagogue in 1942, after some arson attempts. 

 

 
Entry of the synagogue, from Senatorska St (now Barlickiego St) - 

Kutno Museum 

Inside the restored synagogue in 1934 - 
Kutno Museum 

Temporary synagogue west side 


